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Grant Eligibility 

Businesses MUST meet all of the following criteria to be eligible: 

1. Business type and location 

• For-profit business 

• Located in Cook County 

2. Business size 

• Annual revenue between $500K and $10M (in both 2023 and 2024) 

• At least 1 full-time employee in addition to the owner (in 2024 and at time of 
application) 

3. Industry 

• Operate in one of the following industries: construction, finance and insurance, 
IT/Tech, manufacturing, professional services, or real estate (see FAQs for list of 
eligible business activity/NAICS codes) 

4. Evidence of business growth 

• Increase in net income (profit) from 2023 to 2024; 

• Increase in full-time employee count between 2023 and 2024 

5. Intended use of funds: investments in equipment, people and/or facilities 

 

Required Documents 

Please gather the following documents before starting your application. You cannot save 
progress or make edits after submitting. Incomplete applications will not be reviewed. 

 

• A valid form of photo identification (must be current and government-issued): 

• Examples include a driver’s license, REAL ID, State ID, Chicago CityKey, U.S. or non-
U.S. passport, permanent resident card (green card), consular ID, military ID, or 
Native American tribal photo ID 

• Filed 2023 and 2024 Federal Tax Return for your business, including required 
schedules, forms and attachments 
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• Form 941 for Q4 2023 and Q4 2024 

• Illinois Secretary of State Certificate of Good Standing 

 

Application Tips 

• Before starting, review the Attestations at the end of the application to confirm your 
eligibility 

• Visit the website for FAQs, timeline and other grant-related information, including 
the "Getting Started Guide." 

• Need help applying? Schedule a one-on-one help session with a trusted advisor 
from the Source. Sessions will be offered throughout Cook County in partnership 
with our network of Business Support Organizations. Click here to schedule a help 
session. 

 

Questions? 

Email: granthelp@a4cb.org 

Phone: (312) 275-3000 
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